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I moved into an apartment last week at 717 S. Sanborn in Mitchell, South Dakota. When [ moved
in, the power wag on in someone else’s name and I didn’t think T would need it turned on in
mine. It was not in my landlord’s name either, it was a third party. On Wednesday, May 16", my
landlord called to inform me that the person who had the power and the gas in their name
decided they did not want it anymore and had it turned off. I just moved into this apartment and
did not want to move out, so I attempted to get service turned on in my name. Northwestern
Public Service has refused me service going on three days now.

My landlord is Nicholas Antonie. T am aware of the fact that there is a major conflict between
Nick and Northwestern Pullic Service at this time, but I do not see how they can refuse 10
provide me service because of their conflict with him. The legal department at NWPS is calling
it “not economically feasible.”

The building that I moved into is a six-unit apartment building with only one electric meter. |
understand the fact that I would be paying for the entire building. I have an arrangement with
Nick that will end in this bill being paid. As far as I am concerned, this arrangement is no
business of NWPS or anyone else for that matter.

Tony Flynn informed me that the reason it was not economically feasible because of the high
utility charges that incur in the wintertime, or at least that was the implication. I had informed
him in an earlier conversation that if the conflict between Nick and NWPS was not resolved
before winter that I would no longer be living in this residence or continuing to maintain utilitics
there under my name. Therefore, high bills in the winter should not be an issue. He then told me
that “it is not in your best interest or ours” (o allow me to turn on services at this address. 1 am
somewhat vague as to how the law actually reads, but I do not believe they have the right to
assume that I cannot take on this bill. Tony Flynn did inform me in one of our conversations that
the bill during the summer runs about $400, which coincidentally, is pretty close to what I pay
for rent. They do not know my income, they do not know my work history, they do not know
what resources I have available to me in order to maintain this bill. T have no overdue or unpaid
bills with NWPS and have not for some time. Nick also owned by previous residence and when
they disconnected his service there because of their conflict, I had it turned on in my name with
no problem. It was on in my name for about two weeks, was voluntatily disconnected on my
part, and I have not yet received a bill. Nortwestern Public Service hag no right or reason at this
time to assume that | am not capable of taking on this bill,
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